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Intrusion of Politics

Three recent events raise interesti%%
questions about the proper boundanes
"politics and its rejationship to sex, religion
and science.

The most sensational case was the
matter of Gary Hart's dealings with Donna
Rice. The surveillance, published stories
and subsequent discussion suggest that
many in the media feel a presidential
candidate loses all rights to privacy when
he announces his candidacy—as if the
public’s right to know about all aspects of
his life were as great as the power of the
office he sought.

The fact that no further revelations
concerning Hart’s sex life followed his
withdrawal from the presidential race (al-
though, we are told, The Post has in hand
affidavits concerning these matters) tacitly
suggests a corollary to the principle: presi-
dential candidates have no right to privacy,
but ex-candidates do. It is an interesting
doctrine, one that sucks the whole life of a
presidential candidate into the political
arena,

Public opinion polls tell us that most
Americans believe presidential candidates
do have a right to privacy and do not
approve of The Miami Herald's investiga-
tion. They were, nonetheless, influenced
by its disclosures.

A second case concerned the behavmrf

o
the late CIA director William J. Casey.
McGann shocked most of those at Casey’s
funeral when m the homily he followed an
approving description of Casey’s good
“works in the diocese with Criticism and
disapproval of Casey’s opinions on nuclear
policy and aid to the contras, _

“Now, the Casey funeral was largely a
matter among Roman Catholics, and it is
surely not for a non-Catholic (ke me) to
pronounce on what is and is not appropri-

atg behawvior of a bishop toward a commu-
nicant_and friend. Presumably, McGann

believed Casey's views on nuclear and
Nicaraguan policy were relevant to his
quality s a man, a Christian and a Catho-
lic. But treating such questions of public
policy as a matter of faith and morals not
only politicizes feﬁpmlt makes the reli-
gion of a bg::!.ic_g a matter of public
concern use it seriously g
the independence of the two domains, Did
McGann intend to reopen this tssue faced
and_presumably put to_rest by John F.
Kennedy in 1960?

A third instance of the intrusion of
politics into a domain our society generally
considers nonpolitical was the decision to
deny Harvard political scientist professor
Samuel P. Huntington admission to the
National Academy of Science. It was the
second time that Huntington, president of

the American Political Science Association
and director of Harvard's Center for Inter-
national Studies, was recommended by
social scientists in the academy for mem-
bership in this honorific academy. And for
the second time he was turned down.

The extraordinary campaign mounted
against Huntington by mathematics pro-
fessor Serge Lang and the nature of the
many that Huntington was judged less on
the basis of his scholarship than on the
basis of his political opinions.

The fact that Huntington’s “pure sci-
ence” critics attacked all social science as
based on opinion only slightly complicated
the issue, Like all academic and scientific
organizations, the National Academy of
Science normally operates on the principle
that scholarly qualities should be evaluated
by fellow scholars trained in the methods
and standards of the relevant field. But the
high regard in which Huntington is heid by
fellow pofitical and social scientists was
overridden by people who found his associ-
ation with the US. government prima
facie evidence of his lack of full qualifica-
tion as a “‘scientist.” .

In politicizing the consideration of Hunt-
ington, these academy members also polit-
icized the National Academy of Science
and broke down some hallowed barriers

with us, tempting us to extend the bound-
aries of politics to make “private” morality
and activities a “public” matter.

Freedom of the press, of religion and
academic freedom are ali the product of
the fences we have built between politics
on the one hand and private life and
opinion on the other. The Miami Herald,
Bishop McGann and the National Academy
of Science have a large stake in preserving
these fences—and their freedom.
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